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Last week we saw that the outward focus of our church, our desire to reach the lost, comes from the very heart of God. We look out because God is passionate about people who are still separated from him.

This week we are focusing on the fact that the church is not defined by its property or by the walls of its buildings or anything else like that, but we are the church and we are the church out there where we live, where we work and where we play. 

If you would please turn in your Bibles to 1 Peter, 1 Peter chapter 2.

Here in 1 Peter, we get some insight at what it means to be a church, to be Christ representatives where we live, work and play. 

Let’s look here at 1 Peter 2:9-12: “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 

12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 

The apostle Peter gives us some insight into what it means to be a church out there where we live, where we work, and where we play. 

And it gives us some images of who we are that we really need to take to heart, to understand something about our core identity. 

The first thing he says to us is that we are a chosen people. 

This gathering that’s here at this church today is not because someone decided let’s have a religious club. You know there are card clubs and Lions clubs, let’s have religious club for people who need a little shot in their arm, you know to do nicer things during the week. 

That is not why we gather together. 

We gather together because God is at work in the world and God has touched each of our lives, and we have responded to that on some level and so it’s in response to God’s outreach, God’s love to us, that we come here together. 

So there is something that we have more or less in common. 

Those of us who have responded to Jesus Christ and that comes from the fact that we are a chosen people. 

We have responded to God’s initiative. 

And if you haven’t responded to Jesus Christ you are still here because God has exercised initiative to kind of draw you close so you can hear and maybe respond to His love.

It says here too that we are a royal priesthood. 

On one hand a priest is someone who can offer offerings to God that are acceptable, and on the other hand hear things from God to speak to the people.

And what Peter says here is that we together are priests, in fact we are a royal priesthood. 

Do you know that in scripture there are only two royal priests? Melchizedek in the Old Testament and Jesus in the New Testament. 

Because in Israel the priests and the royal line had to be kept separate and yet because we belong to Jesus Christ, we are not only royalty, but we are priests. 

It is really humbling if you think about this and take it to heart.

We can offer sacrifices acceptable to God, including our lives. 

You know we walk around with this assumption that just being human means that we can offer acceptable things to God and have access to God. 

That’s not true because of our selfishness, because of what the scripture calls sin, our godlessness, the way we focus on ourselves. 

But in Jesus Christ and because of the forgiveness we have in Him, we can then come to God and offer up our lives, offer our time, offer who we are and this is acceptable to God, and at the same time we get a message from God that we can proclaim, we can represent God to other people, note too it says you, plural, you all are a royal priesthood not just some of you; not just the pastors and the elders.

It says here that we are a holy nation. 

Holy has to do with being set apart from normal use. 
We are a holy nation. It means that we have a citizenship now that’s bigger than our American citizenship. We are citizens of heaven. 

Those of us who are walking with Christ on some level are living as aliens. In fact, he calls them aliens and strangers. 

And Peter goes on to say that we are a people belonging to God. We have been bought with a price. 

When God released us from a selfish willful way of living, we weren’t then released to be independent and totally on our own. 

Instead we were invited into a new family. God’s family and God is the one that we look to, and God is the one we belong to. 

So we are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation of people belonging to God and there is a purpose that comes up in this sentence. 

“That you might declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 

This word “declare” is a strong word. It has to do with being a herald or publishing something out there. 

It’s not something that we do entirely just in a worship service. 

We associate our worship with declaring the praises of God. But this is a stronger word. 

We are to declare out there the praises of God who has released us from darkness and brought us into light. 

So that means that our faith can’t be an entirely private thing. 
Something that we only express when we are together here with friends or something that we do in our homes with our young children, or that we do ourselves as we pray in private. 

It’s bigger than that. In many cased it takes us out of our comfort zone.

People should look at us and see a certain reality about God working in us. 

More than that, if they get to know us a little better they should know a little bit from what we say, they should know enough to start interpreting what’s happening in our lives. 

What we do, how we live, what’s happening in our lives and what we say all work together to declare the praises of God. 

This happens in our families, in our communities and in our workplaces that we might declare.

Now Peter assumes that if we are out there living these sorts of lives, there are going to be people watching us. 

Look down here at verse 11 and I want to look particularly at verse 12.

1 Peter 2:11-12 “Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 

12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.”

In other words “Live such good lives among the lost that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they will, because of your good deeds, glorify God.”
Peter assumes that people are going to be watching and on top of that he assumes that some of them are going to be hostile. 

Now I don’t know about you, but I don’t like talking to hostile people. 

I would much rather be here, where so far nobody has thrown anything. 

But it’s inevitable. If we are aliens, if we belong to God and we are out there living a life that declares his reality, that there is going to be some hostility and people are going to be saying, oh yeah you are a Christian, well show me something Christian. 

The thing about Peter’s tone here is that he also seems to indicate that it’s okay that they expect to see something in our lives. 

You know so often we would like to say, “Oh please look at Jesus, don’t look at me,” as if there is a difference between the message and us living the message. 

Folks, if we can’t live the message, then maybe the message doesn’t live in us!

People have a right for a reality check. And that’s what Peter assumes here. 

It says live such lives in front of them that even though they begin with hostility they see your good works and they will glorify God on the day that God visits us. 

Are you ready to live that kind of life? Can we live up to that? I know it can be done because I have seen it in people’s lives.

Not too long ago I read of a woman in Japan named, Mrs. Motzky (sp?). Her in-laws, wanted their son to divorce her because she had become a Christian. 
She lived under hostile scrutiny all the time. Finally, her father-in-law got sick and they couldn’t get him to the hospital through public transportation, and so in her 40s, Mrs. Motzky made the decision to go through the very expensive and frightening process of getting her license so that she could drive him to the doctor. 

She did it. She got her license specifically so that she could serve her father-in-law. 

Under hostile scrutiny her life and her words declared the reality of a God that had reached out to her and had saved her and that witness has not been lost on her husband or her family.

We have been called back to God. We have been forgiven and given a new life. 

We have been called together into one body for a purpose that we may declare the praises of Him who has called us out of darkness into his marvelous light where we live, work and play. 

But you might not feel ready to live like that. Life is complicated. 

Forty of fifty years ago we lived in a country that was mostly Christian, maybe some Jewish people. 

Fifty years ago an interfaith marriage was when a Presbyterian marred a Methodist. 

There might have been some people who didn’t believe in Jesus, but most people went to church. 

You had some singles, a few divorced people, but the vast majority were probably couples or families, there were couples, male/female couples.
In a context like this introducing people to Jesus Christ would require some boldness, but you could assume that they would have some understanding of the Bible. 

They would share the concept that there is a God and they would share a lot of the same moral assumptions. 

Not so much today. We have a wide religious variety. Moslem, Hindu, people involved in Wicca, singles, families, a lot more divorced people, there are couples, straight and gay couples. 

There are several languages being spoken in homes and so sharing faith in this context becomes very complicated and challenging. 

All around us are second generation-unchurched people. People who not only have they not been to church, but their parents have never been to church. 

And so that means that you have to explain that Moses came before Jesus. 

And when you start to share they don’t necessarily share the assumption that there is a God or that there is only one God. 

On issues of morality, whether its lying, cheating, stealing, sexual morality or marriage, their attitudes and basic convictions might be vastly different and so if we are going to be faithful out there we have to be prepared. 

You know it’s easy to think, oh the way I will get ready for this it to learn some technique on how to share in a multi-faith environment.

[bookmark: _GoBack]You might need a little skill in that, but there is much more fundamental stuff that has to go on in your life if you are going to be ready for that conversation. 
We need to focus on gathering. We need to focus on growing, on giving and going.

We are aliens and strangers in this world and we need to gather together with people who share the same convictions and have the same call of God on their lives. 

And so that means that we need worship together, but it also means that we need something more, and one of the ways we do that is through small groups, where you get to build a relationship where people can actually know you and pray for you specifically. 

We need each other.

The second call is to grow. “You were created to become like Christ.” 

There is no higher calling in life. There is no bigger goal for you than to be like Jesus Christ and that doesn’t happen automatically. 

You’ve got to give time and effort to this, to learn to pray, to read the scriptures, to journal, to be part of a small group or part of a class. 

Sunday worship can’t do this all by itself. It takes effort. It takes time. 

By a show of hands, any of you got spare time? 

If you have spare time it’s probably not much. What that means is, if we are going to do these things, we have got to make time. 

For most of us it means that we are going to have to put something aside and make this a priority. 

We have to say that something in our life is not as important as becoming like Jesus Christ. 

Because this is the fundamental thing that has to happen in you if you are going to be God’s person where you live, work and play. 

It’s not the technique. It’s not the quick answers from scripture. It’s the Christ-like-ness and that’s going to require work.

We need to give. Service is part of our calling, giving of our time, our talents, our money, giving of ourselves. 

The people that we look up to as examples of this are people who have learned how to give, how to serve, how to be generous with themselves and with what they own. 

Sometimes the only time people are going to take us seriously as Christians is when they see some good works. 

It says that right here in verse 12. “That they may see your good deeds and glorify God.” 

That’s our morality, but that’s also our service.

Then and only then are we to go. Not only to serve, but to share the gospel and that’s the hardest part and that’s why it is last on this list. 

Because it is the hardest thing to really get a hold on, is that we have a mission to share Christ where we live, where we work, where we play. 

Now this includes mission work like going to Haiti and in your backyard, because sharing Christ today in your neighborhood is mission work.

We are called to know, grow and show the love of Christ in our day-to-day lives, right where we live right now. 

To live good lives in the midst of an evil world and to share Christ and to declare the glory of God right where we live. 

Each of us has a role to play. There are some things in the community that only we can do. There are some people only we can reach and there are some words that only we are called to declare in this world.

And so we have got to decide what will you do next?

Benediction 
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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